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The Guardian is a series
iy of bright-orange plas-
tic barriers that fit onto
ships’ safety rails to
thwart potential hijack-
ers. Designed by a British
couple, the system uses
a bullet-resistant, high-
A density compound to
form a slippery, 3-foot-
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off an attack by Nigerian pirates.

Meanwhile, in Ship Antipiracy | ByJeremy Hsu

New Hands-Free, High-Seas Defenses
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skiffs in the Strait of Hormuz during a pilot test.

WatchStander uses
patented software algo-
rithms developed for the
U.S. Navy along with off-
the-shelf hardware parts
to track and deter pirates.
The system’s radar can
spot small boats from up
to 2 miles away. If suspi-
cious vessels approach, a

wide overhang that renders ropes, hooks, and ladders tracking spotlight becomes a dizzying strobe light. Man-
ineffective—they simply can’t attach. Guardian barri- ufacturers are also working on getting other nonlethal
ers are custom-made, and crews can install them more defenses, such as blinding lasers, chemical sprays, and
safely than they can barbed wire. In May 2013 a con- water cannons, deployed later this year. Earlier in 2014
tainer ship fitted with the barriers successfully fended WatchStander staved off a swarm of 12 Iranian wooden

The Warld's Most-Loved Telescope Has Evolved

The First Schmidt-Cassegrain Telesdopé with Integréted WiFi

Leave your hand control behind and slew to all the best celestial objects with a
tap of your smartphone or tablet. Connect your device to NexStar Evolution's
built-in wireless network and explore the universe with the Celestron planetarium
app for iOS and Android.

Celestron’s Most Innovative Technolo'gies Plus New Upgr:

+ Free Celestron app includes SkyAlign alignment procedure -

so you're ready to observe in minutes. .

+ Integrated lithium ion battery supports up to 10 hours of use
without external power.

+ New features for added convenience: USB charging port,
adjustable accessory tray light, and improved tripod.

t Choose a 6-, 8-, or 9.25-inch Schmidt-Cassegrain optical tube
with StarBright XLT optical coatings.

DISCOVER MORE AT |

celestron.com




